
	  
 

Advent  
2017 

FAMILY REFLECTION 
  



HISTORY AND TRADITIONS 
 
The word “Advent” means “to come.” The season of Advent is a time when we get ready, 
preparing ourselves for the coming of Jesus.  
 
The Advent season officially begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and continues 
until Christmas Eve or day. There are a variety of ways to celebrate the Advent season, 
depending on tradition or background. The purpose of this tradition is to remind us of 
the hopeful yet anxious waiting of God’s people as they longed for the promised savior to 
come.  
 
As a family you can do a daily advent calendar or a weekly advent wreath. The family 
ministry page on the Flipside website will link you to helpful resources for both of these 
options. As a church we will mark the progression of the season through lighting an 
advent wreath made up of 5 candles. This symbol is a depiction of Jesus Christ being the 
light of the world. Each week a new candle is lit in anticipation of Christmas Eve. 
Through this theme of ever-increasing light penetrating darkness, we see a picture of the 
Gospel.  
 
Advent is a significant time in the life of the church and it is our hope that it can become a 
significant time in the life of your family to slow down and reflect. It is a chance for 
believers to remember God’s promise to send the one who would overcome the world. 
God promised a Savior, and He kept that promise perfectly.  
 
A WORD FOR FAMILIES 
 
Before the calendar overflows and obligations overwhelm we want to invite you to set 
aside time to consider what you want this season to be like for your family. Then make a 
plan so that time to slow down and remember doesn't get lost in the midst of other 
activities.  
 
To help with this we have provided a weekly guide for your family that corresponds to the 
readings we will do as church family on Sundays. If you choose to do this we suggest that 
you get or make an advent wreath and place it in a visible place in your home to serve as a 
reminder of Jesus’ coming. This weekly guide will include the scriptures for candle 
lighting as well as an activity for you to do as a family.  
 
We have also attached a daily Advent calendar that will take your family through the 
Christmas story piece by piece along with an activity on being generous for your family to 
practice together.  
  



WEEK 1:  THE PROMISE OF A SAVIOR 
SCRIPTURE: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ISAIAH 9:6 
LIGHTING: Have one member of your family light the advent candle once you have 
read the scripture.  
ACTIVITY: All week, talk to your children about something exciting you’re going to 
do to celebrate Advent. Really build it up for them, and make it something they’re going 
to love – but don’t tell them what it is. Each day remind them of your promise and give 
them hints. Let their expectation and excitement grow, and use this as an opportunity to 
remind them of God’s promise to send a Savior, and the anticipation God’s people felt as 
they waited generations for Jesus. That can also mirror our expectation for Jesus’ return. 
You can also share with them that what God provides is so much better than even that 
thing they are so excited to do. You will actually “keep” this promise next week. 
*Note this could be anything: a live nativity, going to see Christmas lights, going for ice 
cream, etc.  
 
WEEK 2:  THE PROMISE PERFECTLY KEPT 
SCRIPTURE: And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there 
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them. LUKE 2:3-7 
LIGHTING: Have one member of your family light the advent candle once you have 
read the scripture.  
ACTIVITY: This week, keep the promise you made to your family during last week’s 
activity. Talk about how you fulfilled the hints and clues you gave them. Discuss the 
experience of waiting. What was it like to wonder when and how the promise would be 
kept? What was it like to finally experience what you had been waiting and hoping for? 
Remember together God’s faithfulness in keeping His promise to send a Savior. It 
happened just as He said it would. 
 
WEEK 3:  TELL OF HIS COMING 
SCRIPTURE :  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.11 Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  
LUKE 2:8-12 
 



15  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child… LUKE 2:15-17 
LIGHTING: Have one member of your family light the advent candle once you have 
read the scripture.  
ACTIVITY: As a family, sit down and think about who needs to hear the good news of 
the gospel. Make a list, and pray for everyone on that list. Then invite them to Flipside’s 
Christmas Eve service! 
 
WEEK 4: THE PROMISE FOR ALL PEOPLES 
SCRIPTURE: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
MATTHEW 2:1-2 
11  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. MATTHEW 2:11-12 
LIGHTING: Have one member of your family light the advent candle once you have 
read the scripture.  
ACTIVITY: Spend time this week looking at a map of the world. Together talk about 
what it would be like to live in a different culture with a different language and customs. 
Point out places in the world where people aren’t free to openly worship Jesus or talk 
about Him.  
You can also take time to pray for any of Flipside’s missionaries or partnerships.  
 
*THIS DAY IS ALSO CHRISTMAS EVE. IT COULD BE GREAT 
TO READ THE FULL STORY OF CHRIST’S COMING AS WELL.  
LOOK TO LUKE 2:1-20 IN YOUR BIBLES FOR THIS.  
 
WEEK 5:  THE PROMISE OF JESUS’ RETURN 
SCRIPTURE: At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” LUKE 21:27-18 
LIGHTING: Have one member of your family light the advent candle once you have 
read the scripture.  
ACTIVITY: Draw or paint what you think Jesus’ return might look like.  
 
 
 
 


